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south of Folly Bridge, where gravel of the first terrace is found on
both sides of the river, there is another patch of gravel on which
New Hinksey has been built.
We must remember that the present boundaries of the city include
not only the low-lying valleys of the rivers, but also some parts of the
Oxford Heights.  On favourable sites in these heights villages have
long been established.  The churches of Old Headington, Cowley,
and Iffley are all built on the calcareous grit of the Corallian, a forma-
tion which lies immediately above the Oxford Clay. In the north
the villages of Upper and Lower Wolvercote were placed on gravel
terraces above the eastern side of the alluvial plain of the Thames.
All these village settlements have been gradually absorbed by Oxford,
as she has grown outwards from her ancient nucleus along the main
roads from Carfax.  Figure 5, which has been compiled from the
several editions of the 6-inch maps of the Ordnance Survey, illus-
trates the expansion of the built-up area of the town in modern times.
By 1879 Oxford had advanced northwards, roughly as far as the
Canterbury and Farndon Roads. The real 'North Oxford' had been
born.   Between the two roads named and the small and distinct
settlement of Summertown there was about a mile of open country
in 1879. Across Magdalen Bridge the built-up area had reached out-
wards along the Iffley and Cowley Roads as far as Leopold Street
and Henley Street.   South of Folly Bridge the buildings of New
Hinksey had come into existence, and westwards the city had grown
on to the alluvium towards the railway stations and Botley. Head-
ington, New Headington, Headington Quarry, Temple Cowley,
Cowley, Iffley, Summertown, Upper Wolvercote, and Lower Wolver-
cote were all small and reasonably compact villages.  The Cowley
Barracks stood out in splendid isolation in the country.
By 1919, after a period of forty years, the map shows that con-
siderable development had taken place, especially on the gravel
terraces. Northwards, a greatly enlarged Summertown had been
united with the main built-up area of North Oxford. There had been
much building activity along the Abingdon Road, while the gravel
patches east and south-east of Magdalen Bridge had been built over.
New Headington had shown considerable growth, but the expansion
of the Cowleys had not been so great. The Wolvercotes remained
in 1919 much as they had been for centuries past.
It is dear from the map that between 1919 and 1936, the post-war
era, the increase in the built-up area was greater than in the previous
forty years. The principal area of expansion has been between Iffley
and Cowley Barracks. Here the great suburb of Cowley now exists,